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The trip from Michigan to Florida just 
got a lot greener because of a project 
five years in the making. A celebratory 
week was held in June 2014 for the 
ambitious, multi-state project that 
started in Knoxville, Tennessee. 

Through a grant funded by the U.S. 
Department of Energy, the I-75 Green 
Corridor Project began increasing the 
availability of the biofuels ethanol 
and biodiesel along the entire length 
of Interstate 75. The corridor runs 
from Sault Ste. Marie, Michigan, at the 
Canadian border to Miami, Florida, in  
the Caribbean. The intent was to install 
biofuel pumps at least every 200 miles 
or to fill in gaps between existing 
biofuel stations along the full length of 
the interstate.

Since the project’s inception, over 3.3 
million gallons of biofuels have been 
sold from stations associated with the  
project, and 2.6 million gallons of 
petroleum have been displaced. The 
project has now displaced over 61,000 
barrels of oil, offset by the production 
of over 61,000 additional barrels of 
renewable, American fuel! 

This also equates to:
• Over 2,800 pounds of oxides of  
      nitrogen (NOx) reduced
• Over 490 pounds of particulate  
       matter (PM-2.5) reduced
• Over 11,700 tons of greenhouse gas  
       emissions reduced
• The amount of carbon sequestered  
      by 18,946 acres of U.S. forests in   
      one year
•  The energy used by 2,109 homes  
      for one year

Thus far, E85 has been installed at 26 
fuel stations along I-75, and B20 has 

been installed at nine. These numbers 
are expected to increase in the coming 
months with another six stations coming 
online this summer. The project is now 
in its final year and has resulted in the 
1,786-mile interstate becoming the 
planet’s longest biofuels corridor.

The Tennessee Clean Fuels Advisor is a publication of the three 
Clean Cities coalitions in Tennessee which are part of the 
U.S. DOE Clean Cities Program. This project is funded under an 
agreement with the State of Tennessee.
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F A S T  F A C T :  
Did you know that both biodiesel 
and ethanol burn cleaner than  
the conventional fuel counterparts? 
Additionally, both biofuels are 
domestically produced, keeping 
jobs, profits and resources in 
the United States.

The significance of this project lies not 
only in the extensive length of I-75 or the 
six-state, multi-partner coordination that 
has taken place. There is also significance 
in the fact that drivers now have a greater 
number of fuel options. There are nearly 
100 flex fuel vehicle models on the market 
today. Coupled with the fact that, by 
conservative estimates, there are over 
10 million flex fuel vehicles already on 
the road, there is strong evidence for the 
need for this fuel. Additionally, B20 can be 
used in almost any diesel vehicle on the  
road today. Now is the time to put these 
fuels into action, and this endeavor is  
helping to diversify America’s fuel portfolio.

We invite you to get more information, 
project station maps and updates by 
visiting www.CleanFuelsCorridor.com.

I-75 Green Corridor Project Brings Biofuels to Tennessee 
and the U.S.

BRINGING ALTERNATIVE FUELS TO THE FOREFRONT IN TENNESSEE
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The I-75 Corridor Project added biofuels 
at these stations to make the entire length 
of I-75 biofuels accessible.
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Agrileum Environmental Services (AES), 
a subsidiary of BioEnergy Development 
Group in Memphis, contracts with 
restaurants and other sources throughout 
the Southeast to collect their used 
grease and cooking oil for biodiesel 
production. This waste product is 
collected in sanitary containers and a 
vacuum -equipped truck system is used 
to transfer the oil to the production plant 
where it is converted to biodiesel.

The B100 product is typically blended 
with petroleum diesel to yield a 3-5% 
biodiesel at the pump. Agrileum’s 
services are offered in seven states   
(Tennessee, Georgia, Alabama, Mississippi, 
Missouri, Arkansas and Kentucky), and 
they plan to expand in the near future. 
Not only is this company creating a more 
sustainable fuel, but they are doing it with 
a waste product. For more information, 
visit www.agrileum.com or call 901-452-2107.

The City of Jackson, in close association 
with the Jackson Energy Authority, is 
picking up the pace by testing alternative 
fuels. In addition to adding hybrid 
electrics to their fleet, Jackson’s fleet 
manager Rodney Todd will oversee 
deployment of a newly completed, 
private propane fueling station along 
with five propane-powered Dodge 

PAUL RICE
731-298-6447
mrpfrice@aeneas.net
www.cfwt.tn.org

F A S T  F A C T :  
Propane is one of the lightest, 
simplest hydrocarbons in 
existence, and, as a result, is 
one of the cleanest burning of all 
fossil fuels.

Charger police cruisers. City officials 
have been in close contact with the 
City of Kingsport’s fleet manager 
Steve Hightower for his expertise with 
deployment of propane-powered 
police cruisers. The Chargers are 
already in Jackson awaiting fuel system 
modifications by Force 911. 

The City expects to realize fuel cost 
savings. The local propane distributor is 
adding a few cents surcharge per gallon 
of propane to pay for the fuel station that 
was set up at no up-front cost to the City. 

Meanwhile, the Energy Authority has 
doubled the fast-fill capabilities of its 
private CNG station and has added several 
trucks to its CNG fleet. The City of Jackson 
is also adding CNG vehicles to its fleet. 

In West Tennessee, local public fleets are 
starting to see the great potential and 
many benefits of alternative fuel use.

From Trash to Treasure: Using Waste Grease for  
Biodiesel Production

Gaseous Fuels Build Momentum in West Tennessee

Biodiesel can be made with many feedstocks, including waste grease from restaurants.

The City of Jackson’s Dodge Charger police cruisers are awaiting propane conversions.
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Five years ago, Whites Creek High School 
(WCHS) in Nashville purchased a 
GreenFuels Biodiesel Processor for their 
Future Farmers of America’s (FFA) on-site 
production project, and they haven’t 
looked back. In fact, they have stepped 
it up a notch and are now producing 
ethanol as well as biodiesel. The Career 
Pathway program at Whites Creek offers 
an alternative energy program where 
each student takes at least three courses 
in alternative energy. Their biodiesel and 
ethanol processors are located in their 

The City of Goodlettsville recently 
acquired a hybrid refuse truck, becoming  
the first city in the state to use this 
technology for refuse collection. 

Goodlettsville is using Autocar, LLC E3  
Hybrids, which achieved the industry’s 
highest rating for low-emission vehicles. 
The E3 Hybrid is both economically and 
environmentally friendly, using up to 50% 
less fuel as compared to conventional 
refuse trucks and resulting in about 4,300 
less gallons of diesel fuel used for the 
same range of service. Each E3 truck in 
service represents a reduction of between 
30–50 tons of CO2 emissions per year.  

Waste Industries was an integral part of 
the process and was excited to put this 
technology to work in Middle Tennessee!
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large alternative energy laboratory at the 
high school.

A few of WCHS FFA members recently 
traveled across Tennessee, stopping 
at different high schools and teaching 
other FFA members about alternative 
energy. We caught up with them at the 
Metro Nashville Public Schools office 
where they were taking a spin around the 
parking lot in their go-carts fueled with 
biodiesel and E85.

The WCHS students were supplied with 
15 bushels of soybeans by Andrew 
Thompson, the current Tennessee FFA 
Star Farmer, which allowed them to 
process enough fuel to make the trip to 
teach across the State of Tennessee!

WCHS received the 2014 Governor’s 
Environmental Stewardship Award for 
Excellence in Energy and Renewable 
Resources for their hard work and 
impressive project outcomes.

Whites Creek High School FFA Produces Biofuels

Middle Tennessee’s First Hybrid Refuse Truck

Whites Creek students teach other high school students about biofuels. 

City of Goodlettsville staff with the E3 hybrid refuse truck. Photo courtesy of Mary Hucks.
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The City of Kingsport continues to take 
bold leaps towards their goal of economic 
and environmental sustainability. Earlier 
this year, Kingsport became the first 
known city in the U.S. to use a Nissan 
LEAF in their police fleet.

The all-electric LEAF is used for codes 
enforcement and has received some 
positive attention for the City. Fleet 
manager Steve Hightower notes that the 
vehicle has great environmental benefits 
and helps Kingsport take another step 

ETCleanFuels, along with many other 
partners from the Alternative Fuel 
Implementation Team headed by NC 
State Clean Transportation Program, is 
assisting in the development of a large, 
regional alternative fuels conference 
to be hosted at the Raleigh Convention 
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towards their sustainability goals.
This is not the City’s first alternative fuel 
vehicle though. They already had two 
other LEAFs, which is significant for a 
small city. Based on an analysis done by 
ETCleanFuels, driving a LEAF in Tennessee 
provides a 55% reduction in NOx and a 
25% reduction in PM-2.5 emissions. 

They also have a hybrid bucket truck and 
over 40 vehicles powered by propane 
autogas. There are currently over 20 
propane-powered police cruisers in their 

Center in Raleigh, North Carolina, on 
October 22–24, 2014. 

This all-encompassing alternative fuels 
event will benefit business leaders, fleet 
managers, government and non-profit 
officials alike with information on a 
myriad of alternative fuel topics, chances 
to make direct industry connections 
and hands-on experience with vehicle 
technologies. 

Plenary and breakout sessions are 
planned for the three-day conference, 
with industry experts joining to speak 

fleet with more on the way. The City of 
Kingsport has succeeded in displacing 
over 365 metric tons of carbon dioxide 
emissions through its significant use of 
propane autogas. 

The City of Kingsport was awarded the  
2014 Governor’s Environmental 
Stewardship Award for Excellence in 
Clean Air. They were recognized for their 
use of electric vehicles, hybrids, propane 
autogas and biodiesel. 

on specific fuels and technologies, 
policies, programs, technical details and 
fleet implementation ideas. Multiple 
networking receptions are in the works, 
along with an exhibitor expo hall, outdoor 
vehicle display and ride-and-drive events. 

This will be a great learning opportunity 
for those working on cleaner transportation 
initiatives. For more information or to 
register, visit www.altfuelsconference.org,  
or contact Anne Tazewell of NC State Clean 
Transportation Program with questions  
at 919 513-7831 or aetazewe@ncsu.edu.

City of Kingsport Using Nissan LEAF in Police Fleet

Regional Alternative Fuels Conference Comes to the Southeast

City of Kingsport fleet manager Steve Hightower, Jonathan Overly and the nation’s first police LEAF.
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TENNESSEE’S CLEAN FUEL PARTNERS ARE DOING SOME 
REALLY IMPORTANT WORK. CHECK OUT WHAT WE’RE UP TO.

IN 2013,

AND

THAT’S LIKE TAKING NEARLY 10,000 

CARS OFF THE ROAD FOR ONE YEAR!

THE EQUIVALENT OF 
186,883 BARRELS OF OIL

TENNESSEE’S THREE 
CLEAN CITIES COALITIONS 
AND PARTNERS

DISPLACED

GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS BYREDUCED

58,064 TONS

7,849,092 MILLION GALLONS 
OF PETROLEUM



As part of a grant from the State of Tennessee 
Department of Transportation, your three Clean 
Cities coalitions are hosting a series of biofuel-
focused webinars. 

There will be at least one webinar each month 
from September 2014–June 2015. Topics 
will focus on E85 or B20 and will include: the 
impact of the RFS, fleet 
biofuel success stories, 
biofuel economics, 
myths and facts and 
other important issues.

Contact your regional 
coordinator for more 
information or visit us 
online.

www.etcleanfuels.org/webinars.html
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@ETCleanFuels
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@cleanenergyorg
@FuelsFix
@ARiESEnergy
@Biodiesel_Media
@EthanolRFA
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@GreenCarReports

Want to follow some cleaner fuel Tweeters?

Tennessee Clean Fuels Advisor
311 Conference Center Building
Knoxville, TN  37996-4134
www.etcleanfuels.org

Anyone can sign up to receive the Tennessee Clean Fuels Advisor!
Just email info@etcleanfuels.org with the subject “Sign me up for the Advisor,” and provide your mailing address.


