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Bringing alternative fuels, higher fuel economy vehicles, and advanced transportation technologies to the forefront in tennessee.

A biannual publication from the partnership between the Clean Cities coalitions in tennessee and the state of tennessee.

IdleAIR Opens 24th lOcAtIOn wIth sOlAR pAnels

Athens UtIlIty BOARd plAns pUBlIc nAtURAl GAs stAtIOn

On January 26, IdleAIR officially unveiled a new  
33-space location truck stop electrification (TSE) 
system at the Pilot at exit 4 off  I-81 in White 
Pine, Tennessee. IdleAIR is a Knoxville-based 
company that provides long-haul truck drivers 
with the ability to enjoy a comfortable cab and 
various amenities during rest periods without 
idling their engines and wasting expensive diesel 
fuel. This is the 24th location that IdleAIR has 
opened, and another 50-60 locations across the 
country are in the planning stages.  
 
What makes the White Pine site unique is the fact  
that they have a 20-kW solar system mounted to the  

By August of  this year, vehicles will be able to fuel 
up with compressed natural gas in Athens, TN. 
The most likely location for this public natural 
gas station is Decatur Pike near the Interstate 75 
interchange, says PBG Energy President Robert 
Patterson. The station will be unmanned and 
open 24 hours a day. Customers will simply need 
to swipe their debit or credit cards in the card 
reader at the pump.

PBG Energy will operate the fuel station while 
Athens Utilities Board will provide the infrastructure 
and be the wholesale provider of  the natural gas. 
AUB is pleased to take on this alternative fuel 
leadership role for their area and for Tennessee. 
 “I am thrilled,” AUB General Manager Eric Newberry 
said of  the station’s progress. “They already 
have identified first and second choice station 
locations.” All of  the locations would now make 
CNG easily available to traffic driving on I-75; this 
will open corridor refueling in East Tennessee.

Patterson says that fueling vehicles with compressed 
natural gas will help make the United States less 
dependent on foreign oil and keep money in the 
local economy. He also noted that fueling with 
natural gas is cheaper than gasoline or diesel. 
At current prices, the cost of  natural gas to the 
customer is the equivalent of  $1.89 per gasoline 

TSE infrastructure, so much of  the electricity used  
for HVAC and other services will be emissions free. 
During the opening, IdleAIR CEO Ethan Garber 
noted, “We now have more than 1,500 spaces 
in the U.S. and over 400 fleets signed up. With 
over 20,000 drivers using the system now, and 
roughly 1,000 more being added monthly, we 
will continue growing our system availability 
and helping America use cleaner, domestic fuels.” 
 
Garber also noted that it usually takes 3-6 
months to get the equipment usage at a site up 
to expected levels. To learn more about IdleAIR, 
visit www.idleair.com.

gallon equivalent, or GGE. Another major 
benefit of  using natural gas is the reduction in 
emissions. Typically, greenhouse gas emissions 
are reduced 20-30 percent and particulate matter 
is reduced 80-90 percent. This is significant in a 
state that has a blemished air quality history.

Natural gas vehicles give customers a choice as 
well. They can be dedicated, meaning that they 
run solely on natural gas, or they can be bi-fuel, 
which means that they can run on both natural 
gas and conventional gasoline.

Patterson believes that bringing this station to 
Athens will inspire some area fleets and individuals 
to convert their vehicles to natural gas. “There 
are companies who have a presence in Athens and 
use natural gas in other locations. They would be 
more willing to convert locally if  a station is 
brought to the city,” Patterson said.

The compressors and storage tanks at the station 
will provide the delivery of  the equivalent of  
500 gallons of  gas per day. Patterson said this 
volume should satisfy demand at the start, 
and that the station can be easily expanded if  
usage increases. Patterson anticipates that when 
more fleets begin to transition to natural gas, 
additional fueling stations will be opened. 

   
W

IN
T

E
R

/S
P

R
IN

G
 2

01
2

IdleAir Opens 24th 1 
Location with Solar

AUB Plans Public 1 
Natural Gas Station

West TN Round-Up 2

Benjamin Watson 3
Inspriational Award

EV Project Makes 4
Headway in TN

Kingsport Puts  5 
Propane into Service

Blue Sun Blends at 5 
Cummins Terminal



west tennessee ROUnd-Up

Interested In BeComIng A memBer of your loCAl CoAlItIon?
Contact your local Coalition leader for more information. tennessee’s three coalitions can always use a little help in order to keep doing work on 
important projects!

Kudos to multi-tasker Pat Riley, Manager of  
the Gibson County Gas Utility District, 
President of  the Tennessee Gas Association, 
and Chair of  the Tennessee Team for NGVs, 
for staging a series of  informational sessions 
on CNG for area Rotary Clubs, Chambers of  
Commerce, and local radio shows. Pat has shown 
how effective the civic club speaking circuit can 
be in reaching out to community leaders about 
alternative fuels. Boundless human energy 
doesn’t hurt either! On April 4, the Tennessee 
Gas Association will sponsor a “Natural 
Gas Vehicle Expo” at the Legislative Plaza 
in Nashville to inform state leaders of  the 
benefits of  natural gas as a transportation fuel.  

Governor Bill Haslam recently sent up a warning 
balloon concerning the state’s unsustainable 
road tax scheme. Tennessee currently has no 
uniform tax strategy to deal with the increased 
efficiency of  petrol burners, the tax rate 
for propane and natural gas is lower than 
petroleum, and electric vehicles pay no road 
tax at all. The Governor has predicted an 
effort to overhaul our tax code in “two years.” 
Some predict a tax on some common unit 
of  energy—such as BTUs—collected at the 
fueling station; others, an after-the-fact tax 
based on miles driven. 

Jackson, Tennessee’s favorite rest stop will 
be home to three quick charging stations for 
electric vehicles. The Casey Jones Village 
is strategically situated half-way (sort of) 
between Memphis and Nashville on I-40. 
West Tennessee continues to see a lot of  
activity in the CNG arena. Several groups are 
shopping collaborations for a CNG station 
in an industrial area surrounding the City 
of  Jackson garage. The Jackson Energy 
Authority, the local utility provider, is ordering 
its first NGV. Gibson Utility has recently 
purchased real estate intended for a future  
CNG fueling station. Memphis Light, Gas,  
and Water (MLGW), the nation’s largest 

municipal electric utility, has announced that 
it is expanding its CNG fueling activity and  
re-activating its cryo plant to produce LNG. 
The utility has operated a CNG station for 
internal use for over 20 years, and operates 
33 new and almost antique NGVs. They plan 
to deploy stations at each of  their five garage 
locations around Memphis and open them up 
for public access—an excellent infrastructure 
backbone. Initially, the utility intends to 
increase its NGV fleet to 200 vehicles, and the 
other City government fleets have been notified 
that the stations are open for their use as well. 
Further announcements are expected. 

Meanwhile, MLGW continues searching for 
a supplier for its E85 (aka “flex fuel”) fueling 
station as it is difficult to deliver the fuel to 
them at a competitive price. This is a problem 
we can do something about. Despite the 
proliferation of  vehicles bearing the “FlexFuel”  
logo on the back, there is only one public access 
station in all of  West Tennessee (in Dresden), 
and only three private stations. Efforts are 
underway to build a regional route for tanker  
truck deliveries with enough stops to economically 
justify a truck roll. 

Let us not forget that cool technology is not 
required to cut petroleum usage: the Memphis 
Greenline is a walking/biking trail built on an 
abandoned rail bed that runs from the eastern 
edge of  Memphis into 
the heart of  the city. 
There it eventually 
interconnects with 50 
miles of  roadway bike 
lanes in the mid-town 
area. Everyone agrees 
the Greenline is a 
smashing success. 
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pAul rICe
Clean Fuels Coalition 
of  West TN
P.O. Box 1692
Jackson, TN 38302
731-298-6447
mrpfrice@aeneas.com

pat riley, president of tgA, speaks at a rotary Club meeting in 
west tn. 



jOnAthAn OveRly fIRst RecIpIent Of the BenjAmIn 
wAtsOn InspIRAtIOnAl AwARd

A call went out on September 14, 2011 to all  
coordinators to nominate any current coordinator 
or co-coordinator for the Benjamin Watson 
Award. Nominations closed on September 30, 
and the final winner was elected by members 
of  the Coordinator Council in early October.  
The award was then presented at the November 
Clean Cities Peer Exchange in Dallas.

The Benjamin Watson Inspirational Award is an 
award presented by the Clean Cities Coordinator 
Council each year to the Coordinator who provides 
inspiration and motivation to other coordinators, 
and strives to create a fun, engaging, and 
unified team spirit within our program. The 
award is named after Benjamin Watson, a 
founding member and long-time coordinator 
of  Kansas City Regional Clean Cities, whose 
engaging personality and spirit left an indelible 
stamp on the Clean Cities program and established 
the true character of  the organization.

Jonathan truly exemplifies the spirit of  the 
award, he was the first person to send in a 
nomination for someone else for this aware, 
which says a lot about his leadership and humble 
attitude. Jonathan is a constant source of  
motivation for fellow coordinators, and works 
tirelessly to grow the Clean Cities brand in 
the national spotlight. He is always helpful 
and collegial and goes above and beyond the 
call of  duty to mentor other coordinators. In 
their nomination of  Jonathan, his peers stated 
that he “inspires confidence,” is “brilliant, but 
humble about it,” and has a “joyfully exuberant 
human spirit.”

Jonathan’s adventuresome spirit is always looking 
for new adventures to go on with coordinators 
during our annual meetings, which may include 
anything from motorcycle rides to hikes and 
fun evenings out. These adventures help bring 
the coordinators closer together and create the 
family environment so many coordinators 
appreciate about this national program.

Finally, in the past year as this coordinator 
was working hard on projects, and balancing time 
demands, he underwent a kidney transplant. 

During all of  this he was positive and an inspiration 
to the other Clean Cities coordinators. He is 
truly one of  the strongest, most passionate, 
and most inspiring leaders in our program.  

As the “new kid on the block” when it comes 
to being a Clean Cities coordinator in Tennessee, 
I can attest first-hand as to Jonathan’s giving 
nature and willingness to help. He has always 
been available for my questions and concerns 
and providing insights to the day-to-day operation  
of  a Clean Cities coalition. Not only is he a 
partner in our clean fuels efforts, I’m also proud 
to have him as my friend.

If  you are active in any of  the Tennessee Clean 
Cities Coalitions, I’m sure you’ve heard of  
Jonathan Overly—he is the reason for much 
of  the Coalition’s successes in Tennessee. The 
next time you see Jonathan, please join me in 
congratulating him as the first ever recipient 
of  the Benjamin Watson Leadership Award!
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AthA ComIskey
Middle TN Clean Fuels
P.O. Box 148725
Nashville, TN 37214
615-884-4908
mtcf@comcast.net

richard Battersby, east Bay Clean Cities, presents 
Jonathan overly with the Benjamin watson Award.

The other nominees who were selected by their 
peers for this award were:
- Barry Carr, Coordinator, Clean Communities  
  of  Central New York 
- Rita Ebert, Coordinator, Greater Long Island  
  Clean Cities Coalition
- Don Francis, Coordinator for the Atlanta  
  Clean Cities Coalition
- Melissa Howell, Coordinator, Kentucky  
  Commonwealth Clean Cities Partnership 
- Sam Spofforth, Executive Director of  Clean  
  Fuels Ohio



the ev pROject mAkes heAdwAy In the vOlUnteeR stAte

If  you haven’t heard of  The EV Project, now 
is the time to learn. In 2009, the Department of  
Energy awarded a large grant to a partnership 
lead by ECOtality, a company that addresses 
electric transportation and storage issues. The 
EV Project was created  to deploy electric vehicle 
charging infrastructure and collect data on its 
usage. Tennessee was one of  the original five 
states chosen to participate in the project along 
with Washington, Oregon, California, and Arizona. 

The EV Project reps have been working hard 
to get these charging units deployed across the 
state, and now there’s something to show for 
it. To the right you can find the locations—or 
future locations—of  electric vehicle supply 
equipment (EVSE) in cities all over the state.  

After a quick scan of  the graph below, you 
can see that the participation in Tennessee 
cities are generally much lower than the rest of  
the graph. However, upon further inspection, 
you may notice that Knoxville, Nashville, 
Memphis, and Chattanooga are up against much 
larger cities. Knoxville is ahead of  Tuscon, and 
Nashville is on the brink of  catching up with 
Los Angeles.

Considering our cities’ relatively small populations 
compared to the other areas listed on the graph, 
Tennessee really should be proud to have such 
a great service available. With Leafs and Leaf  
batteries being produced in Smyrna, TN starting 
in 2013, we may pull ahead even further.
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pARtIcIpAtInG 
cItIes & nUmBeR Of 

chARGeRs
Brentwood 4

Bristol 2

Chattanooga up to 37

Cheatham County 2

Colliersville up to 10

ducktown up to 4

eagleville 3

franklin 4

gallatin up to 10

gatlinburg 4

germantown up to 10

hendersonville up to 10

knoxville up to 37

lebanon up to 10

mcminnville 3

memphis up to 37

monteagle 2

morristown 6

murfreesboro 25

oak ridge up to 10

pleasant view 2

portland 2

pulaski 4

shelbyville 2

smyrna 4
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EV PROJECT OVERVIEW THROUGH SEPTEMBER 2011

visit etCleanfuels’s 
evse map to have 
access to nearby  
station information.

to see how tennessee cities compare through december 2011, please visit  
http://theevproject.com/documents.php.



BlUe sUn Blends At cUmmIns teRmInAl

kInGspORt pUts pROpAne IntO seRvIce

JonAthAn overly
East TN Clean Fuels Coalition
311 Conference Center Bldg
Knoxville, TN 37996-4134
865-974-3625
jgoverly@utk.edu

Thanks to Blue Sun Biodiesel, fleets in East 
Tennessee and beyond now have a new option. 
Through an agreement with Cummins Terminal 
in Knoxville, Blue Sun, and Cummins have installed 
equipment that will enable a tanker truck to 
receive mechanically blended biodiesel at any 
requested blend level. This is available from 
three of  the six lanes at the truck loading rack 
at Cummins. A 546,000-gallon tank has been 
modified for heating and is storing biodiesel 
for the blending. The mechanical blending 
system ensures quick and accurate blends for 
fuel haulers and their customers in addition to 
providing a finished fuel blend that is superior to 
offsite splash blends that can have inconsistent 
mixing between the diesel and biodiesel.

Business Manager Steve Bond with Blue Sun said,    
 “We selected Cummins and the East Tennessee 
market because of  the large user base for diesel 
in the area. We think its great that fleets are 

Several years ago, the City of  Kingsport and 
Fleet Manager Steve Hightower decided they 
wanted to try using alternative fuels, like propane 
or natural gas. They had used biodiesel blends 
before but wanted to try others and use more 
alternative fuels.

After researching the matter, propane appeared 
to be one of  the best choices. In addition, a 
couple of  grants became available that could 
assist them in making a transition. They were 
awarded funding to convert two police cars to 
propane through the Southeast Propane Autogas 
Development Program (SPADP) in addition to 
funding to convert three work trucks through 
a state Supplemental Environmental Project 
managed by ETCleanFuels. About a year later, 
they were awarded additional funding through 
the SPADP to convert an additional 10 police 
cars. That brings the total number of  propane 
vehicles in Kingsport to 15.

 “We’ve had some hurdles to overcome with the 
SPADP, but with those worked out, things are 
moving along well,” says Hightower. “Our propane 
refueling and card-reading systems were installed 
in February, so we are really just getting settled 
with all the vehicles and equipment. 

once again looking to run biodiesel in their 
engines given the significantly reduced emissions 
biodiesel can give fleets. Additionally, the 
economics of  running biodiesel have vastly 
improved over the past year.”

Bond continues, “The biodiesel will be sourced 
from the Midwest in addition to the areas surround-
ing Tennessee in the Southeast, though it could 
conceivably come from any plant where the 
economics of  the sale are sound and product 
quality meets our specification. The biodiesel 
will primarily be soy- and canola-based biodiesel, 
though our customers’ preferences will dictate 
the type of  biodiesel we have on hand. The biodiesel 
will be sourced only from reliable producers who 
pass our quality testing protocols.”

Fleets who are interested in using biodiesel 
should have their fuel distributor contact Blue 
Sun at info@gobluesun.com or 303-865-7700.
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So, how does the staff  using these vehicles like 
them? Hightower says, “We are getting some 
good comments out of  the police force on these 
cars, saying that they run well and that they 
are pleased with the performance.”

All of  the systems being installed by Kingsport 
are produced by American Alternative Fuel and 
are bi-fuel, meaning they can run on either 
propane or gasoline. So if  a driver needs to leave his 
typical service area for any reason, he can do so 
without worry. The system defaults to running 
on propane but automatically switches over to 
gasoline if  the vehicle if  the propane supply runs 
low. A simple switch is provided inside the vehicle 
should the driver need to alternate between fuels 
for any reason. This can even be done even while 
in motion at high speeds.

 “Our plan is to determine what other propane 
vehicles we can put into service as soon as possible, 
and a likely next step is mowers,” says Hightower. 
Many mower manufacturers now produce dedicated 
propane versions, and those can be significant 
fuel users. “If  things work out well, we could be 
saving into the hundreds of  dollars on fuel costs 
annually by the end of  2012.”
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tn nAtURAl GAs vehIcle expO
ngvs take the hill
wednesday, April 4, 2012 | 9 a.m.–2 p.m.
state Capitol, nashville, tn 
war memorial & legislative plaza
 
Find out from industry experts how 
transitioning fleets and residential use to natural 
gas as a transportation fuel can help change Tennessee’s environment, 
economy and dependence on foreign oil.

• Keynote: Benefits of  natural gas vehicles for fleet and residential use
• Emcee: Mike Keith, NFL Announcer and Voice of  the Tennessee Titans
• Panel presentations by UPS, General Motors, AT&T, Waste   
  Management, American Public Gas Association
• Natural Gas Vehicle Exhibits from fleet, heavy duty to residential

Who should attend?
• Legislators and other Elected Officials
• Industry, Corporate and Environmental Leaders
• Economic Development Leaders
• Others interested in a Cleaner, Greener Future  
   for Our World

For more information visit www.TNNGV.org

Sponsored by the Tennessee Gas Association

Go online to check out our latest edition of  the Fuels Fix, the 
quarterly E-zine from ETCleanFuels. We have collected articles 
and news from all across the Southeast for your alt-fuels edification!  
 
In this edition, we’ve got stories on biodiesel made from waste 
vegetable oil, tips for green fleet management, and more. Visit 

www.FuelsFix.com 
to see this edition. 
Be sure to spread 
the word, too!

The Fuels Fix is 
uploaded to the 
internet quarterly, 
so another will 
be out before you 
know it. Keep your 
eyes peeled!

check OUt the fUels fIx

www.fuelsfix.com
www.tnnvg.org

